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V. °° SOVIET AID TO IRAN BEARS _LINTLE PRUIT 200-0 eos goes 

: Since the Shah's fall, Moscow has tried to yse-military Space 
economic aid to improve its relazions with the Khomeini regime -in , ; 

__. Iran, but its efforts nave not yet resulted in improvement in the. 
overall relationship. te Soviets will probably persist,;~howevers - ==. ~ 
largely because they have little choice... ia fe veo en ee oe 
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_...., On the economic front,-the Khomeini-regime signed iF » 5% 
trade protocol with the Soviets: in June 1980. For the most part; 

the protocol provided. for the continuation of ongoing projects. 

_ Indeed, Moscow has honored most existing contracts since the Shah's .. 
‘fall. The Soviets have been unable, however, to get the Iranians 5 

to resume natural gas.deliveries, which were eut off in April. Rew -. 

d some interest in-a- Soviet offer to assist’ 
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et to establish a working relationship with the Khomeini regime... > ie 


ae ‘comparable tc that which they enjoyed under the Shah. “Moscow's 
~ one consolation is orse. inasmuch as that: 


~~ gould change, Moscow will no doubt continue its efforts to 
* relations and its offers of economic and military, aid.: = 


4 Similarly, Moscow may hope that the reorganization of the - 

__Iranian Government, thé triumph of-the religious radicals, and ee tt dad 
_the decline of the ‘moderates ~- especially Foreign Minister Ghotbzadeh, 

_ | Moscow's nemesis since its invasion of Afghanistan -- will further ~~ 
_..complicate US-Iranian relations.and provide new opportunities for >. 
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